September 2007

Morgan Churchill

ADDRESS                                                                                     CONTACT INFORMATION______

Department of Geology and Geophysics



Office Phone: 619-594-4584

Dept. 3006, 1000 University Ave.,



Cell Phone: 619-403-3563

University of Wyoming





E-mail: morgan.churchill@gmail.com

Laramie, WY  82071
                                                                   EDUCATION_______________________________________                 

PhD Candidate University of Wyoming Fall 2007

Advisor: Dr. Mark Clementz 

M.S. San Diego State University  2004-2007  

Thesis Title:  “The Systematics and Biogeography of the Balaenidae (Cetacea: Mysticeti)”

Advisor:  Dr. Annalisa Berta

Cumulative GPA:  3.82

B.S.  Michigan State University: Zoology - Evolution, 2001-2003

Cumulative GPA:  3.48

A.S. and A.A.  Northwestern Michigan Community College, 1999-2001

Cumulative GPA:  3.63
________________________________HONORS AND AWARDS_______________________

SVP Student Travel Award, Fall 2007

CAVEPS Student Presentation Award, Spring 2007

Mabel Meyer’s Biology Scholarship recipient, Fall 2005-Spring 2006 academic year

Michigan State Study Abroad Scholarship, Summer 2002

Michigan Competitive Scholarship, Fall 1999-Spring 2003

Angell Biology Scholarship recipient, Fall 1999-Spring 2001 academic year

______________________________________GRANTS_______________________________

Phi Beta Delta International studies scholarship (January 2006)

REU extension to a NSF grant awarded to Dr. Annalisa Berta, applied to research on

balaenid systematics (December 2004)

___________________________ABSTRACTS/PRESENTATIONS_____________________

Churchill, M., Berta, A., and Deméré, T.  The systematics and biogeography of the Balaenoidea

(Cetacea: Mysticeti).  In: Abstracts of the 11th Conference on Australasian Vertebrate Paleontology, Systematics, and Evolution; Melbourne, Australia; 2007 April 10-13.  

Churchill, M., Berta, A., and Deméré, T.  The phylogenetic position of pygmy right whales 

(Mysticeti: Neobalaenidae): separate and combined analyses.  In: Abstracts of the 66th 

Annual Meeting of theSociety of Vertebrate Paleontology; Ottawa, Ontario; 2006 October 18-21.Society of Vertebrate Paleontology.  Northbrook, IL: Society of Vertebrate Paleontology, 2006.

Churchill, M., Berta, A., and Deméré, T.  The systematics and biogeography of the Balaenoidea

(Cetacea: Mysticeti).  In:  Abstracts of the 16th Biennial Conference on the Biology of 

Marine Mammals, San Diego, California; 2005 December 12-16.  Lawrence, KS: Society 
for Marine Mammalogy, 2005.

_____________________ACADEMIC WORK EXPERIENCE_________________________

2004-present
Graduate Teaching Assistant of Human Anatomy, Department of Biology, San



Diego State University



Lecture of 25 students, twice weekly.  Instruction of human anatomy using charts,

models, and human cadavers.  Setting up, proctoring, and grading tests.  Oversight of undergraduate teaching assistants.

2002-2003
Collections assistant at Michigan State University Museum, in the vertebrate

paleontology collections.  Inventory and cataloging of specimens.

_________________________RESEARCH EXPERIENCE____________________________

· Master’s research at San Diego State University on the systematics and biogeography of balaenids and neobalaenids, incorporating examination and measurement of extant and fossil taxa, at a wide variety of institutions.  Analysis of morphological characters using maximum parsimony and Bayesian methods of phylogenetic inference, to create a phylogeny of mysticetes.  Analysis of biogeographical patterns using Maclade and DIVA 1.1, and character evolution using Mesquite 1.12

_________________________COMPUTING EXPERIENCE__________________________

Phylogenetic analysis programs: PAUP 4.0, Maclade 4.08, MrBayes 3.2, DIVA 1.1, Mesquite 1.12, Modeltest 3.2, and MrModeltest 2.2 

Other programs:  IrfanView, ImageJ, Adobe Photoshop 9.0, Adobe Illustrator 10.0, Windows

2000, XP, Microsoft Word, Microsoft Power Point.

________________________________REFERENCES________________________________

Dr. Annalisa Berta 




Dr. Kevin Burns

Department of Biology 




Department of Biology

San Diego State University 



San Diego State University

San Diego, CA 92182-4614 



San Diego, CA 92182-4614

Phone: 619-594-5392




Phone:  619-594-0538

Dr. Stephen Schellenberg



Dr. Mark Clementz

Department of Geological Sciences


Department of Geology and Geophysics

San Diego State University



University of Wyoming

San Diego CA, 92182-1020



Laramie WY, 82071

Phone: 619-594-1039




Phone: 307-766-6048
